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ous  species,  and  that  they  seemed  to 
prefer  them  also  when  they  came  to 
store  food  for  the  winter.  Incredulous, 
he  tried  mushroom  diets  on  caged  red 
squirrels,  and  found  that  they  selected 
the  same  two  species  out  of  a  variety 
of  edible  fungi  offered  to  them.  The 
poisonous  mushrooms  are  the  so- 
called  fly  agaric,  Amanita  muscaria, 
which  is  reputed  to  be  almost  invaria¬ 
bly  fatal  to  human  beings  and  is  some¬ 
times  used  as  a  fly  poison,  and  a  red¬ 
dish-colored  species  known  as  Russula 
emetica,  which  has  a  disagreeable  pep¬ 
pery  taste  and  if  eaten  raw  will  pro¬ 
coke  violent  vomiting.  The  reason  for 
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is  as  great  a  riddle  as  their  apparent 
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